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Depﬁty Director

r I ."lhc wills are bare. Papers have
been put away. His desk has been
cleared. But despite Les Holland's

retirement from the DOT, he still can't

manige to say the “"R" word. “Let's just
say I'm switching gears,"” said Holland.

The deputy director’s retirement was
effective June 30 with an open house held
June 15 to commemorate 29 years of ser-
vice. Jack Riney, a retired DOTer, stood
before the geests honoring Holland and
reminisced. “Iremember seeing Holland
wearing & lure hat one moming. Then [
saw him later and he wasn't wearing it
anymore. 1asked him why he wasn't ice
fishing and he seid that he was so busy
chopping a hole in the ics that he gol e
tired o fish.”

Co-workers added that becauss of
Holland's “persistence and dedication to
succeed,” he was able to gain valuablae
execulive experisnces as assistant to
former Governor Harold Hughes; assis-
tent to the Towa State Highway Commis-
sion director of highways; managing pub-
lic affairs; legislative lizison; and Direc-
tor of the Bail Division (later the Rail and
Water Division).

Yer Holland won't take credit for his
accomplishments-he gives the credit to
a book: “When I was in cighth grade, I
Came across a career book. I'was flipping

“People make our organization
tick, not divisions.”
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through the pages when I came across
public administration,” reflected Holland,
“After reading about that field, T knew
that’s what I wanted to be when [ grew
upl1l

But growing up took longer than he
expected, he said. When Holland gradu-
ated from Ames High School, he began
working at the Chevrolet Buick dealer-
ship in town. He justdidn't kave the drive
o go to college, he said.

That began to change when o me-
chanic asked if he wanted to do mechanie
wark for the rest of his life. “I wold him I
didn’t kmow, and he frowned and said that
Ishould po o college,” recalled Holland.

That vision reinforced his admiration

for the people who have supported him
along the way. Tt was people like that
mechanic who helped inspire him to pur-
sue his eighth grade dream, he sald.
And he has no regrets about the path
he chose. In 1959 he walked away from
the University of lowa with something
very important to him-a bachelor's and
master's degree in public administration.
Thirty-eight years later, Holland is
leaving the DOT with something equally
important-an appreciation for the people
at the DOT. "People make our organiza-
tion tick, not divisions, And if you get
rid of the people working for you, you
get rid of the most important ingredient
the DOT has,” he said. ;



